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of this harmless repast together in spite of our differences of opi-
nion. We have not assembled with the object today of reducing
such differences, certainly not of surrendering a single principle
we may hold dear, but we have met in order to demonstrate that
we can remain true to our principles and yet also remain free from
ill will towards one another.
May God bless our effort.
Young India, 24-11-1921

206.    TO CO-WORKERS

November 22, 1921

COMRADES,

Past few days have been a fiery ordeal for us, and God is to
be thanked that some of us have not been found wanting.   The
broken heads before me and the dead bodies of which I have
heard on unimpeachable authority are sufficient evidence of the
fact.  Workers have lost their lives or limbs, or have suffered brui-
ses in the act of preserving peace, of weaning mad countrymen
from their wrath.   These deaths and injuries show, that in spite
of the  error of many of our countrymen, some of us are pre-
pared to die for the attainment of our goal. If all of us had imbibed
the spirit of non-violence, or if some had and the others had re-
mained passive, no blood need have been spilt.   But it was not
to be.   Some must therefore voluntarily give their blood in order
that a bloodless atmosphere may be created.   So long  as there
are people weak enough  to do violence,  there will be  others
weak enough to seek the aid of those who have superior skill or
means for doing it. And that is why the Parsis and the Christians
sought and received the assistance of the Government such that
the Government openly took sides, and armed and aided the latter
in retaliatory madness,   and criminally   neglected to protect a
single life among those, who though undoubtedly guilty in the
first instance were the victims of the pardonable wrath of the
Parsis, the  Christians and the Jews.   The Government has thus
appeared in its nakedness as a party doing violence not merely to
preserve peace but to sustain the aggressive violence of its injured
supporters.   Its police and military looked on with callous   in-
. difference whilst the Christians in their justifiable indignation de-
prived innocent men of their white caps and hammered those
who would not surrender them, or whilst the Parsis assaulted or